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MARGARET RIVER GOURMET ESCAPE 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.06 pm]: Supporting events is 
an important part of the state government’s strategy to increase the value of tourism in Western Australia to 
$12 billion by 2020. This government has a strong focus on regional events. I would like to inform the house 
about one of our iconic regional events, the Margaret River Gourmet Escape, which I had the pleasure to 
officially open on behalf of the Minister for Tourism. Now in its third year, the Gourmet Escape is a three-day 
extravaganza delivering a jam-packed program over Friday, Saturday and Sunday, across a variety of venues 
from Cape Naturaliste to Margaret River. At its heart is the gourmet village at Leeuwin Estate, which is  
a one-stop shop where the public can sample the amazing produce our great state has to offer. It is also where all 
the stars of the event, a smorgasbord of national and international culinary talent, come together to share their 
expertise through cooking demonstrations, wine tastings, masterclasses, intimate Q&As and panel discussions. 
This year’s gourmet village was bigger and better, with more food and beverage exhibitors from around WA and 
dedicated regional pavilions showcasing produce from the southern forests, and Geographe and great southern 
wine regions. Satellite events featuring quality local produce prepared by local and visiting chefs matched with 
award-winning WA wines were held around the region in vineyards, breweries, at the beach, in the forest and 
even on the ocean. A number of fringe events were also included in this year’s program. Although not organised 
by the operators of the Margaret River Gourmet Escape, fringe events were encouraged and welcomed because 
they provide consumers with more choice, enhance the region’s culinary atmosphere over the three days and 
enable local operators and winery owners to take advantage of business opportunities. The farmers’ market was 
particularly popular, and stallholders must have experienced their busiest Saturday on record. 

Attendance figures from this year’s event are still being finalised, however it has been conservatively estimated 
by the organisers that around 20 000 people visited the gourmet village and satellite lunches and dinners. This 
figure is preliminary and expected to rise, but it shows how far the event has come since 2012, when it attracted 
a modest 11 264 patrons. Tourism WA promoted the event in Sydney, Melbourne, the United Kingdom, 
Singapore, China and New Zealand to encourage interstate and international visitation. Travel packages from the 
United Kingdom, Singapore and New Zealand were available through domestic and international travel partners. 
Full visitation results will be available in approximately three months after economic impact research has been 
completed. 
There is no question that the Gourmet Escape has delivered significant benefits for Western Australia in 
a relatively short time. The Gourmet Escape showcases the best of WA produce and the Margaret River region 
through an unparalleled line-up of over 30 international and Australian food and wine experts, including 
Heston Blumenthal, Rick Stein, Rene Redzepi, Sat Bains and Massimo Bottura. The event generates global 
publicity for the state valued at more than $9 million. Last year, 71 journalists from around the world attended 
the Gourmet Escape, with the resulting media hitting more than 50 million people. Through his involvement in 
the Margaret River Gourmet Escape, acclaimed British chef Heston Blumenthal has become an ambassador for 
Western Australian produce. He was recently quoted in the media as saying — 

WA was one of the best places to find produce including truffles, seafood and wine. 
“At the ‘Duck’ we bought more truffles from Western Australia this year than we did in Peregrine, 
France,” he said. 
“They’re better and more consistent. 
“The wine estates particularly as a whole, ranging from Vasse Felix to Cullen are fantastic.” 

There can be no better endorsement. Although we have long known that food and wine from around our great 
state is some of the best one can find anywhere, the Gourmet Escape festival is helping us to share it with the 
world. 

The state government is very proud to support the Margaret River Gourmet Escape through Tourism WA’s 
regional events program, which is funded by royalties for regions. As well as raising the profile of the region 
internationally, it also supports WA businesses. Last year, the event generated more than 33 000 accommodation 
room nights and almost $10.5 million in economic impact for the region. This is why the state government has 
entered into an agreement to secure the Margaret River Gourmet Escape until at least 2017. It will further 
augment the festival on its path to becoming a premier global food and wine event that promotes 
Western Australia as a must-visit tourism destination. In addition to its significant economic impact, the 
Gourmet Escape provides broad exposure for local producers and trade potential, as well as local employment 
and training opportunities. Significant consultation was undertaken as part of the agreement renewal and a strong 
level of support was shown by industry and advocacy groups in the Margaret River region and more broadly 
across the state. The Margaret River Gourmet Escape has moved the culinary landscape—no other event in 
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Australia attracts the same number of globally significant culinary talent. It has achieved critical acclaim, 
established itself as a leading food and wine festival on the world stage and delivered Western Australia 
a significant portion of the culinary spotlight. It has become a key tourism asset. The new contract will provide 
an increased number of events and headline culinary stars to ensure that the event sustains its continued growth 
and is established as one of the world’s leading culinary events. It will have a tangible link to the state 
government’s food and wine strategy. The development of that strategy was a 2013 election commitment. The 
strategy is nearing completion and will be launched by the Minister for Tourism in the new year. 
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